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■ It has set the goal to foster sustainable growth and competitiveness across Europe
by reinforcing the innovation capacity of the EU.
■ Its basic principle is to apply the knowledge triangle model, and thus harmonize
the R&D practices of universities, business laboratories and enterprises.
■ It was set up in 2009 in Budapest and has an EUR 300 million budget.

Knowledge and innovation communities

Business

■ Based on the strategic partnerships of the representatives of the academia and
industry.
■ In 2009, EIT set up three knowledge and innovation communities:
• Climate-KIC: climate change
• KIC InnoEnergy: sustainable energy
• EIT ICT Labs: information and communications technology (ICT)
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The knowledge triangle model
■ It is applied at a local as well as at a European level, where higher
education institutions, research laboratories and businesses are
brought together in a network of excellence, or so-called knowledge
and innovation communities.
EIT ICT Labs Budapest Associate Partner Group
■ It represents Hungary in the EIT ICT Labs knowledge and innovation community
■ It is a consortium of two local universities – namely, the Eötvös Loránd University
(ELTE) and the Budapest University of Technology and Economics (BME) – and
their leading industrial partners in informatics and telecommunications – namely,
Cisco Systems Hungary, Nokia Siemens Networks, General Electric Healthcare
and Ericsson Hungary. The consortium is led by the University ELTE.
■ As the only EIT ICT Labs partner in Central and Eastern Europe, it directly
aims to maintain a strategic role in the ICT sector of the region. By turning
research results into wealth-generating products and services, it aims to
boost the innovative potential of not only Hungary, but of the wider Central
and Eastern European region, too.
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EIT ICT Labs
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The CLC of the EIT ICT
Labs Budapest Associate
Partner Group is located
in the Infopark, in the
vicinity of some of the
biggest telecommunication and ICT companies in
Budapest, the Faculty of
Informatics, University
ELTE, and the Faculty of
Electrical Engineering,
University BME.

Further information: www.ictlabs.elte.hu • www.eitictlabs.eu

EIT in figures:
■ 17 co-location centres across Europe
■ More than 280 partners from across the fields of industry, research
and education.
■ Approximately EUR 170 million EIT-funding, complemented by
EUR 600 million non-EIT funding. EIT-funding is made available if
it is in a ratio of 1:4 with the non-EIT funding.
■ More than 1000 students in 20 different majors across the various
universities.
■ Approximately 100 running projects, 27 start-up companies, 35
new patents, and 100 new services and products.
Nodes
■ The national centres or nodes are the smallest unit of the knowledge
and innovation communities; they are integrated into a network.
■ Mostly they are established by national consortiums, in cooperation
with universities, research laboratories and their industria partners.
CLCs
■ An integral part of the knowledge and innovation communities is
the so-called co-location centres (CLCs), which imply the knowledge
triangle model in practice, that is, the co-located cooperation of
the academia and industry.
■ They are home to the local management staff and are a meeting
place for the representatives of the consortium partners and students.
■ The CLC of the EIT ICT Labs Budapest Associate Partner Group is
located in the Infopark, in the vicinity of some of the biggest
telecommunication and ICT companies, the Faculty of Informatics,
University ELTE, and the Faculty of Electrical Engineering, University
BME.
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EIT ICT Labs
■ Its mission is to drive European leadership in ICT innovation for economic growth and
quality of life.
■ It is a network of 8 national consortiums, each with a national
centre, or so-called node.
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Associated Partners

■ Following the knowledge triangle model, the EIT ICT Labs applies educational,
research and business activities
• Education:
– the EIT ICT Labs Master School offers 7 Master Programmes at 19 top universities across Europe
– the EIT ICT Labs Doctoral School complements the doctoral programmes of
the partner universities
– both programmes offer business knowledge and entrepreneurial skills and involve institutional as well as geographical mobility
• Research:
– geared towards the development of new products, solutions and applications
for the market
• Business:
– the ultimate goal is to set up innovative new enterprises, start-ups and spin-off
companies.

Further information: www.ictlabs.elte.hu • www.eitictlabs.eu

